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ARTIST TALK LOUNGE

Soyoung Lee, 
Associate Curator for Korean Art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

K-pop popular 
but lacks 
diversity: survey

Joseon art exhibition opens
in San Francisco

Photo by Sukie Park

Q: Can you explain the importance of the 
exhibit to the Met, and to the Korean com-
munity?
A: --

-
Q: Why Silla? And why is the exhibit fo-
cused on the AD 400-800 period of the 
Silla kingdom?
A: -

 

--

Q: What do we know about the source of 
their wealth, and the use of gold, silver 
and precious stones in art from the Silla?
A: -

-
--
--

-
-

Q: How global was the Silla king-
dom, and how is their trade with 
other cultures shown in any of the 
art pieces in the exhibition?
A: -

--

   Things have changed. Once a country called ‘The Land of Morning Calm’ by the Nobel Prize-winning 
Bengali poet, Rabindranath Tagore, Korea has become the country of dynamic talents in films, TV 
dramas, K-Pop and food as well. Now things Korean are hip and widely appreciated. They call the 
phenomenon the ‘Korean Wave’.
  Yet Korean art has not been surfing the high wave. And the art of Korean antiquity is not much known 
or main stream. When you go to the major museums like the Metropolitan Museum of Art or the Brook-
lyn Museum, you can’t help thinking that the much smaller Korean gallery is sandwiched between the 
gigantic China and the elegant Japan, just like in the atlas.
   But things change. The Met Museum opened a new exhibition ‘Silla: Korea’s Golden Kingdom’ which 
will run through February 23, 2014. Along with the Met show, the art of the Joseon dynasty is the sub-
ject of separate exhibitions at the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco on view now and at the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art in March next year.

“Once upon a Time 
                in the land of gold…”

Continued on page 5

Crown. Korea. Silla kingdom, second half 
of 5th century. Excavated from the north 
mond of Hwangnam Daechong Tomb. Gold 
and jade: H. 10 3/4 in. (27.3 cm). Gyeongju 
National Museum, National Treasure 191.

Pair of earrings. Korea, Silla kingdom, second 
quarter of 6th century. Excavated from Bomun-
dong Hapjangbun Tomb. Gold; (L) L. 3 3/8 in. (8.6 
cm), (R) L. 3 3/8 in. (8.75 cm). National Museum of 
Korea, National Treasure 90

Belt with pendant ornaments. Korea, Silla king-
dom, second half of 5th century. Excavated from 
the north mound of Hwangnam Daechong Tomb. 
Gold; L. 47 1/4 in. (120 cm) Gyeongju National Mu-
seum, Korea, National Treasure 192

Musinnyeonjinchando National Museum of Korea
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Korean art  shows in the major museums 
in the U.S. recently?
A:

-

--
-

----

----
-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-
-
-
----
-

--
---
-

05K-CHRONICLE

By Sukie Park

  Soyoung Lee, 42, Associate Curator for Ko-
rean Art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, is 
one of the heroines behind the Silla show. Born 
in Indonesia and raised in Sweden, the U.K., 
Japan and Korea, Ms. Lee studied Asian art at 
Columbia University where she is preparing her 
doctorate degree. Her father, Mr. Chan Yong 
Lee, was director of the Korean Cultural Ser-
vice New York in 1987~1990.

Necklace. Korea, Silla kingdom, 6th cen-
tury. Excavated from Noseo-dong no. 215 
Tomb. Gold and jade; L. 32 5/8 in. (83 cm). 
National Museum of Korea, Treasure 456

Roof tile with bestial face. Korea, Silla kingdom, 
7th–8th century. Excavated from Hwangnyongsa 
Temple site. Earthenware; H. 10 7/8 in. (27.7 cm). 
Gyeongju National Museum, Korea

Long-necked jar with perforated base and in-
cised decoration of horses. Korea, Silla king-
dom, 5th century. Stoneware; H. 16 1/2 in. (42 cm). 
Gyeongju National Museum, Korea

Pair of shoe soles. Possibly China, Northern Wei 
dynasty, or Korea, Silla kingdom, 5th century. Ex-
cavated from Singnichong Tomb. Gilt bronze; L. 13 
3/4 in. (35 cm). National Museum of Korea

Bodhisattva in pensive pose, probably Maitreya (Korean: Mireuk). Korea, Silla kingdom, late 6th–
early 7th century. Gilt bronze; H. 36 7/8 in. (93.5 cm). National Museum of Korea, National Treasure 83

Buddha, Korea, Silla kingdom, ca. 706. 
From the pagoda at Hwangboksa Temple 
site. Gold; H. 4 3/4 in. (12.2 cm). National 
Museum of Korea, National Treasure 79

The Royal Tomb of Silla,
Hwangnamdaechong

Q: The bronze statue of the seated 
Bodhisattva in pensive pose has 
similarities to Auguste Rodin’s ‘The 
Thinker’.  Is the meditative pose 
characteristic of Korean Buddhist 
sculpture, and what makes this 
piece a National Treasure?
A: 

--

-

Q:  What do you think about the 
sudden interest in Korean art and 

The Country
of Lustrous 

Gold and Silver

Reflection
of Northern Culture
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