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Q: How was it like to perform with the 
New York Philharmonic for the New 
Year’s Eve concert?
A:

“For us, all music comes from
the same place.

We don’t like the term “crossover”,
as it implies that there was

a border that had to be crossed.
We ourselves listen to both types
of music, Country AND Western.”

Igudesman & Joo performed with the New York Philharmonic on December 31 for a New Year’s Eve Celebration concert at Avery Fisher Hall. 

Pianist Hyung-ki Joo (left) and violinist Aleksey Igudesman. 
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By Sukie Park

The King of Classical Music Comedy
Pianist Hyung-ki Joo, Igudesman & Joo

Q: You were trained as a ‘serious’ classical 
musician. How did you come up with the 
idea of “Igudesman & Joo”?
A:

Q: Neither you nor Igudesman are native 
British. Do you think being non-British, 
outsiders, affected somehow your seeing 
the classical music world from a different 
point of view?
A: 

Q: How much has YouTube helped to pro-
mote your performances?
A: 

Q: How different are your and Igudes-
man’s characters on stage and how did 

you develop them? 
A: 

Q: How much do you improvise on stage, 
and what is the most unexpected thing 
you have experienced during a perfor-
mance?
A: 

Q: Is there any venue or audience you 
would like to perform for in the future?
A:

Q: What is next?
A:




